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OVARIOTOMY. 
By Drs. Josuua B. anp Cuas. M. Graves. 


Of Corning, N. Y. 
Reported by Caas. M. Graves, M.D. 
q May 28th, 1867, Dr. J. B. Graves was called 
to see Julia A. Redfield, of Hornelsville, New 
York, a spinster, who was suffering from an ova- 
rian tumor. 


She had been in ill health for a year previous to 
his visit; had suffered much from a pain in her 
left side, and had gradually gained in flesh dur- 
ing that time. The exact site of the pain she 
had been unable to locate. Her menstruation 
had been perfectly regular, and for six weeks 
past has had increased pain and cramps in abdo- 
men—had suffered for years from neuralgic pains 
in different parts. Upon careful examination, 
Dr. Graves discovered an ovarian tumor occupy- 
ing the entire left side of abdomen, a part of the 
right, and extending well down into the pelvic 
cavity. 

The following day, assisted by Drs. Ronrnson, 
\. and Jr., and by Dr. C. M, Graves, the tamor 
was removed. 

An incision was made in the median line, 
two or two and one-half inches below umbilicus, 
about three inches in length. The tumor 
brought to the opening; the cysts punctured one 
after another, antil reduced sufficiently to pass 
through the opening, when the pedicle was 
ligated, and being too short to fasten in the incis- 
ion, was returned into the abdomen, the wound 
closed by sutures, a bandage placed over all, and 
the patient returned to her bed. The pedicle 
was in this case as stated, too short to use the 
clamp for ligating it, and hence silk ligatares 
Were used and fastened to a block of wood, well 
covered and wadded and placed over the in- 
cision, 

The tumor was a multilocular one, consisting, 





however, of only four or five large cysts contain- 
ing different kinds of fluid matter. The sac when 
removed weighed twelve pounds, the entire tumor 
forty pounds. 


There were in this case no adhesions. The 


womb was, however, greatly hypertrophied. 


First day after operation her pulse was 110 in 
the morning; same night, 90. Morphia threc- 
fourths grain, and quinine one grain, were given. 
Her pulse continued same for three days, when 
her bowels moved naturally, and pulse came 
down to 105; the fifth, 100, and dropped one or 
two, day after day, until two weeks had elapsed, 
when her pulse was 70. 

After the first week had passed, she regained 
her appetite, which then continued good. Two 
weeks after the operation she had severe pains in 
right crural nerve; narcotics of all kinds: and 
local applications were used, but without avail. 
The pains continued off and on for six weeks, 
when she travelled forty miles on the cars to 
visit a relative. The ligatures had not, however, 
yet come away; the wound closed, except about 
the ligatures, and from the opening about them 
there continued some discharge for six months; 
when the ligatures came away the wound healed. 
During this time the womb continued to enlarge. 
At this time she passed into the bands of another 
physician, from whom we are unable to obtain 
any details of her case; but are informed that 
she died one year and a-balf after the operation 
from cancer of the womb. 


+ 
-<os 





Death of Professor Grisolle. 

Prof. Grisouie died on the 10th of February 
last, in the 58th year of his age. He had been 
withdrawn from the world of science for three 
years previously by a stroke of apoplexy. At 
the funeral, which recently took place in Paris, 
the pall-bearers were the Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine; M. Biacue, President of the Academy 
of Medicine; M. Husson, Director of ]’ Assistance 
Publique; and a member of the Société Médicale 
des Hépitaux. Addresses were pronounced at 
the tomb by M. Beaizr, M, Caavrrarp, and M, 
MILLaRgD. 
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Hospital Reports. 





Jerrerson Menicat Cottece, 
Philada., Nov. 4, 1868. 


SurcicaL Cuinic oF Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Otorrhea. 

Thos. C., wt. 8, The hearing of the right ear 
is impaired, and there has been a discharge from 
it for a year. His father died of consumption; 
mother is perfectly healthy; one brother died of 
Port’s disease of spine; child resembles its fa- 
ther. THe has light hair, bluish eyes, and light 
complexion. The discharge is often very offen- 
sive, and sometimes bloody. The petrous por- 
tion of the temporal bone is in a state of caries. 

He was ordered an injection of permanganate 
of potassa, one quarter of a grain to the ounce of 
water, to be used several times a day, following 
an injection of warm water. Permanganate of 
potassa is a powerful deodorizer, as well as an 
alterant, detergent, and slight stimulant. In ad- 
dition to this, some preparation is indicated to 
jmprove the condition of the system, of which 
this local trouble is merely the manifestation and 
symptom. This child has what is known as a 
strumous affection of the ear. Whether the dis- 
ease is scrofulous or specific, it is difficult to de- 
termine. 

The boy was put on the use of the iodide of 
potassium, two grains, and one-twentieth of a 
grain of bichloride of mercury ter die, to be 
taken in a little sweetened water immediately 
before breakfast and dinner, and at night when 
he goes to bed. Diet should be plain, simple, 
and nutritious. 

Scrofulous diseases are exceedingly uncommon. 
What is usually so regarded by practitioners is 
nothing but a syphilitic taint of the system in 
the third, fourth, or fifth generation of that dis- 


ease. 
Whitlow. 


Mrs. ——, wt. 36. This patient has an idio- 
pathic inflammation of the left thumb, i. ¢., not 
the result of any injury or accident, but coming 
on without any assignable cause, as an expres- 
gion of some disorder of the system, a derange- 
ment of the digestive organs, a suppression of 
some secretion, or some irregularity of which 
she is not conscious. These local affections usu- 
ally have constitutional causes, and unless such 
a connection be traced, much progress cannot be 
made in their treatment. The profession is in- 
debted to Aperneray for having pointed out the 
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constitutional origin of local disease, a subject 
entirely too much neglected at the present day. 


This affection of the thumb is called whitlow, 
felon, or paronychia. There are several affections 
of this kind described, differing only in the de- 
gree of their severity. One of them begins in 
the subcutaneous cellular substance or in the 
skin itself; another, in the deeper structures, in 
the periosteum or in the bone. They are all lia- 
ble, especially if permitted to go on unmolested, 
to terminate in very severe inflammation of all 
the structures of the affected member, eventuat- 
ing in the loss of the nail, and in destruction of 
the last joint of the thumb or finger. It is a 
disease which cannot be made to abort or deli- 
tesce, but may sometimes be induced to termi- 
nate in resolution. 

The early treatment. should consist in leeches, 
the application of tincture of iodine. or of a blis- 
ter, and of proper constitutional remedies, as 
purgatives and depressants, if there is much” 
constitutional disturbance, as frequently hap- 
pens when the inflammation is very violent. In 
the course of twenty-four or thirty-six hours, 
even before the occurrence of fluctuation, the 
proper remedy consists in making a free incision, 
the knife grating over the bone so as to make 
a distinct noise. That is to say, it is necessary 
to divide the skin, cellular tissue, tendon, fibrous 
sheath, periosteum, down to the very bone; other- 
wise it will not answer the purpose, and the in- 
cision should not be a small one. It should be 
both deep and long. 

This incision relieves the engorgement of the 
vessels and the tension, and affords an opportu- 
nity for the escape of inflammatory deposits, se- 
rum, plastic matter, or pus, as the case may be. 
It always relieves pain, so that the patient may 
go to sleep one-half hour afterward, and remain 
asleep for a dozen hours subsequently. 

If the bone is in a state of necrosis, wait until 
it is detached before removing it. It is not on- 
common for a portion to be destroyed, and for 
the rest to retain its vitality. Under such cir- 
cumstances, a very good phalanx is formed. 
Sometimes when the periosteum is saved in & 
state of this kind, there is a subsequent repro- 
duction of bone, as was long ago taught by Dr. 
Dupiey, formerly Professor of Surgery in the 
Transylvania University. It has been the general 
practice of American surgeons for a long time, 
to preserve as mach, of the periosteum in their 
operations as possible. 

A free incision was made, and the application 
of a flaxseed poultice directed. 
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Excision of Inferior Dental Nerve for Neuralgia, 
Wm. J. C., et. 22. This case is one of a very 
interesting character. The patient has had a 
violent form of facial neuralgia for three years. 
He has suffered great agony from the excruciat- 
ing pain. Every attempt at talking, mastica- 
tion, or deglutition, is attended with an aggra- 
vation of the symptoms. His life has become 
burdensome. His lips and cheeks are in con- 
stant spasmodic action. The expression of the 
countenance is denotive of pain. The angle of 
the mouth is constantly drawn over to the right 
side. The pain is more particularly severe along 
the right side of the upper and lower lips. Both 
the upper and lower teeth were extracted, with- 
out even temporary benefit. The pain is most 
severe when he eats. It very often wakes him 
at night. It is worse when the weather is wet. 
Every medical measure has been tried in vain. 

As the probability is that the pain is confined 
¢hiefly to the branches of the inferior dental 
nerve, it is proposed to make an incision along 
the course of that nerve, curvilinear in shape, 
carrying it nearly as far as the symphysis of the 
chin, and to perforate the bone with a trephine, 
making thus three, four, or five openings, and 
then to take out this nerve in its entire length. 
Prof. Gross has performed this operation in a 
number of cases, and in all of them with very 
decided relief. Inasmuch as all the ordinary 
remedies against neuralgia have been tried in 
this case without any avail at all, the probability 
is that the immediate cause of the difficulty is 
pressure exerted upon the nerve in the long canal 
through which it passes. The nerve itself is 
probably not diseased, but simply encroached 
upon in the manner indicated. In performing 
the operation, the inferior maxillary artery will, 
W course, be divided. This will be ligated, and 
the flaps dissected up to expose the surface of 
the bone. Then, by means of the trephine, the 
external plate of the jaw-bone will be divided, and 
thus admission obtained to the seat of disease. 

The patient was placed under the influence of 
chloroform, and the operation performed in the 
manner detailed. The wound was dressed with 
the twisted suture. 

Nov. 7th. The patient has had no neuralgic 
pain since the operation. There is a slight ery- 
sipelatous blush in the neck, which was painted 
with dilute tincture of iodine. The extirpated 
nerve has been microscopically examined, and 
no evidence of disease detected in its structure. 
It is therefore probable that the stream of nerve 
fluid was interrupted by some pressure upon the 
herve, giving rise to the neuralgia. 
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Coal-oil as a Medicinal Agent, 
Dr. Jonn Mutvany, contributes the following 
article to the Brit. Med. Journal. 


Coal-oil, as an illuminating agent, has been in 
use from the most remote antiquity. Mention is 
made of it in the writings of Heroporus and 
Puiny. Its name, petroleum, was given to it on 
account of its being found issuing from crevices 
in the rocks in Agrigentum, Zante, Persia, ete. 
Its more modern and less classic designation, 
coal-oil, was given to it on the supposition that it 
is produced by a subterranegn destructive distilla- 
tion of coal, effected by means of the internal heat 
of the earth. Whether this theory or its converse 
—viz., that coal is formed from petroleum—hold 
good, is a subject worthy of the attention which 
it at the present moment excites, but one in no 
way bearing on the subject of the present paper. 
It may not, however, be irrelevant to state, that 
petroleum is now universally considered to be 
the result of a slow process of decomposition of 
the woody fibre of plants, and in a minor degree, 
of the tissues of the lower animals; that it is 
found issuing from the soil in various parts of 
Canada, and exuding copiously from the Devo- 
nian sand-stones, in several states of the great 
Republic, south of the New Dominion, and in 
connection with limestone and rocks of all ages, 
Palswozoic, Lower Silurian, and others, up to the 
tertiary period. As it issues from the “‘ springs,” 
it is unfit for either lighting or medical purposes. 
Although used by the Indians as an external 
application, the hydrocarbons with which it re- 
mains charged—naphtha, benzole, benzine, ete.— 
render its application exceedingly risky; high 
inflammation, and even mortification, having 
resulted from its incautious application to 
abraded surfaces. For medicinal purposes, there- 
fore, oil of great purity should be procured. As 
a general rule, that refined in Canada will be 
found sufficiently free from impurities, the temp- 
tation to adulterate it with the more volatile 
hydrocarbons being comparatively slight, on 
account of the much smaller demand for it for 
exportation. and the vast number of coal-oil wells 
in the dominion. When pure, petroleum is of a 
clear slightly amber tint, having a blueish tinge 
when examined by reflected light. In composi- 
tion, it is a hydro-carbon, having its two consti- 
tuary elements in equal proportions, its formula 
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being C 24 H 24 according to some, whilst others 
place it in the marsh gas series, and state its 
composition to be C 18 H 20. Its odor is pene- 
trating and disagreeable; specific gravity, 815; 
point of ignition, 117 to 128° Fahr. Specific 
gravity, as a test of its purity, is worthless. 
Fraudulent manufacturers sometimes substitute 
a mixture of heavy coal oil and naphtha for the 
pure article, which has the same specific gravity. 
Its point of ignition will be the surest index of 
its purity; the volatile hydrocarbons with which 
it is sometimes adulterated being much more ex- 
plosive and inflammable at a lower temperature. 
Petroleum at one time, I believe, was officinal in 
our Pharmacopaias; but, owing to its impurity, 
and its modus agendi not being, perhaps, cor- 
rectly appreciated, it fell into disuse, and at the 
present day is but ligsle used, except by Indians 
and quacks. I was first led to suspect that it 
might possess therapeutic properties which would 
repay investigation by accidentally discovering 
that it was an excellent application for 
Burns or Scalds.—In the summer of 1867, an 
engineer on board one of the boats on Lake Erie 
was accidentally scalded in the right wrist. 
The scald, measuring three inches in diameter, 
was produced by steam, and corresponded in 
severity to the third order of burns, according to 
Dupuyrren’s classification. Petroleum being the 
nearest species of oil at hand, he applied it freely 
to the part, and kept it constantly applied until I 
saw it next day. I was equally surprised at the 
application which he used, and at its results. 
The part looked so healthy and nice that. I ad. 
vised a continuance of the treatment, and watched 
its effects. From day to day the improvement 
was rapid and uninterrupted. No flabby or un- 
healthy granulations formed, and cicatrization 
took place with remarkable celerity. Its applica- 
tion was momentarily painful, but assuaged in a 
very short time the intense pain of the scald. 
Uleer.—The patient, a young man, aged 25, 

came under my care on March 5th, with an 
ulcer situated over the right gastrocnemius. He 
had been suffering from it for a fortnight pre- 
viously to applying to me. At the date of his 
application, the sore measured one inch and a 
quarter in diameter, was partially covered with a 
thick scab, and surrounded by a purple zone, 

which measured two inches and a half from the 

edge of the ulcer to its circumference; it was the 

seat of a severe burning pain, which almost en- 

tirely prohibited locomotion. Under the usual 

orthodox treatment—cataplasms and water-dress- 

ing, etc.—less than twenty-one days would not 
suffice fora cure. On the morning of the 5th, I 
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applied a poultice to remove the scab, and in the 
afternoon I dressed the entire sore, ulcer and 
zone, with lint saturated in: coal-oil, and a ban- 
dage. On the 6th, at 9 A. M., the inflammatory 
zone had quite disappeared, and the swelling 
had so much subsided, that the part looked 
wrinkled and had a whitish brawny appearance, 
as if shedding its epithelium. There was no 
pain. The oil was continued. In the evening, 
the pain which restrained his movements on the 
previous day having completely subsided, my 
patient got up a little impromptu pugilistie 
drama on the forecastle, with one of the jolly 
tars, in which he gave a great exposition of the 
art. The only advantage which accrued to him 
from the elegant performance in which he figured 
as principal actor was simply a confirmation of 
the old adage, “ Joco di mano’ joco villano;” an 
advantage which, if his mind had been more phi- 
losophically disposed, might compensate for the 
sundry meurtrissures sustained by his body, andy 
the aggravated condition in which I found his 
leg, which was more swollen, more red, and more 
painful than when he came under treatment. 
However, I again applied the coal-oil, and hed 
the satisfaction of witnessing on the following 
morning (the 7th) the same gratifying results 
which I had observed on the preceding day. 
The patient now remained quiet, and in a. few 
days the coal-oil was changed for water-dressing, 
the surrounding inflammation having entirely 
subsided, and the ulcer commenced to cicatrize 
healthily. I have since employed it with equally 
satisfactory results, In bringing forward coal 
oil as a remedy of incalculable value in the treat 
ment of ulcers, I do not claim for it any specific 
virtues, its action consisting simply in dispersing 
the surrrounding congestion, and reducing i» 
flammatory action to a condition favorable to th 
proper development and organization of healthy 
lymph, at the same time that it exerts a healthy 
influence on the ulcer itself, be it indolent, irrita 
ble, or sloughing. . 
Phlegmonoid Inflammation.—W. M., aged 31, 
applied to me for an extensive phlegmonoid in- 
flammation of the leg. The whole of its middle 
third was much swollen, the swelling shading off 
towards the ankle and the tubercle of the tibia. 
Over the centre of the crest of the tibia there 
were considerable pain, redness, and pitting on 
pressure; and the heat was so great, that cold 
applications to it became immediately vaporized. 
This patient wished to be married in four days. 
Here was a predicament! Were I to treat his leg 
by cold applications, there would not be the least 








likelihood of his becoming a benedict in less thaa 
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seventeen days; were I to apply cataplasms and 
make incisions, the chance of his putting his 
head into the matrimonial noose, would be equal- 
ly remote; accordingly I enveloped the affected 
part in lint saturated with coal-oil, and applied a 
bandage, strictly enjoining him to remain quiet, 
which he did. Next day, the swelling and heat 
were much reduced; the part seemed wrinkled 
and brawny, and the pain was much less. The 
application was continued. On the third day, 
the swelling over the shin had quite disappeared. 
There was no pain nor pitting on pressure, and 
no abnormal heat ; but, on each side of the tibial 
crest, there was a slight degree of redness, and 
minute papulz-like sudamina had formed aboat 
the roots of the hairs from the constant contact 
ofthe oil. The application of coal-oil was omitted, 
and cold water dressing was applied. On the 
fourth day (Sunday), he was well. 

If coal-oil has such a controlling power over 
gngestion or inflammation of external parts 
when applied topically, I reasonably inferred it 
would exercise a similarly curative influence 
over the same diseased conditions in internal 
parts, if we could only apply it topically to them. 
But not knowing at this time but that it might 
be possessed of toxic qualities when administered 
internally, I tried the effects of a small dose on 
myself, and became satisfied that it was neither 
poisonous nor palatable. I accordingly deter- 
mined to try its efficacy in a case of 

Chronie Duodenitis, and prescribed it as fol- 
lows:—RK. Olei petrolei 3ss.; chloroformi 33s. ; 
tincture: cardam. co. 3j. M. 

From fifteen to twenty drops were dropped on 
sugar, and taken three hours after each meal. 
My object in mixing the chloroform with it was 
to disguiee the smell and taste. The cardamoms 


Were simply intended to give it a color, and still 


further disguise its taste. In giving it three 
hours after meals, I expected that it would pass 
from the stomach with the end of the chyme, 
and come directly into contact with the inflamed 
portion of the duodenum. After taking a few 
doses, the pain subsided, and did not return as 
long as the patient continued the drops. When 
these were out, the pain again returned; and, as 
I was not quite certain whether the beneficial 
effects were attributable wholly to the coal-oil, or 
in part to the chloroform, I reduced the quantity 
of this in the next bottle from half a drachm to 
ten drops, and gave the same dose as before. 
The pain again disappeared and never returned. 

Dysentery.—Soon after this, in the cold weather 
towards the end of February 1868, I became the 
subject of a rather smart attack of dysentery. 
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The same reasoning which led me to administer 
it in the above case, determined me to employ it 
in proprid peosoné, So mixing an ounce of it 
with two ounces of water, I injected it into the 
bowel—not, I must confess, without some little 
timidity, and with but little advantage. An hour 
subsequently, I injected two ounces of the oil, 
and the same quantity of water, with immense 
relief to the painful feeling of fulness in the 
rectum and the tenesmus. Encouraged by the 
almost instantaneous improvement, I two hours 
afterwards threw up between four and six ounces 
of the pure oil, retained it as long as possible, 
took a dose of castor-oil, and was free from all 
dysenteric symptoms next day. 

Erysipelas.—At my suggestion, petroleum was 
used as a topical application to facial erysipelas, 
by a civil practitioner in Dunnville, with much 
benefit. At the same time I had a case of ery- 
sipelas of the velum and uvula under treatment, 
over which nitrate of silver, solution of tannin 
in glycerine, and various other remedies, exerted 
no control whatever. The velum was much con- 
gested, relaxed, and of a dusky violet color, The 
uvula was enormously elongated, of the size of a 
small pear, ulcerated on each side, and covered 
with albuminoid patches. As a dernier resort, I 
applied coal-oil freely to the velum and uvula 
three times a day, with an almost immediately 
perceptible improvement, 

Erysipelatous Laryngitis.—March 22d. G. D., 
aged 30, came under treatment for congestion of 
the spine, which yielded to the treatment em- 
ployed. Two days, however, before its final 
disappearance, (April 8th,) erysipelas of the 
fauces set in, which slowly extended down the 
pharynx, from which it passed into the larynx, 
producing total inability to swallow either solids 
or fluids; these seemed to pass to the root of the 
tongue, remain there a second or two, and be 
entirely ejected. The back part of the tongue 
became quite black, the tip remaining whitish 
and moist. The breathing became embarrassed; 
air entered and passed out through the glottis 
with a hissing sound. Dyspneal paroxysms 
from laryngeal spasms set in, increasing in se- 
verity as they augmented in number. From the 
forenoon until 4 P.M., he had three of thesé 
attacks. The last proved nearly fatal; the poor 
fellow staggered about the room like a drunken 
man, clutching at his throat, as if to remove the 
obstruction; and at his ribs, as if to forcibly 
inflate the lungs; his eyes were fixed and staring, 
and the perspiration stood in large beads on his 
forehead. Lest a fourth paroxysm might prove 
fatal, I made preparations for opening the larynz; 
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but, before proceeding to operate, I applied the 
stethoscope, and found evidence of the disease 
having extended two or three inches into the 
trachea. Deeming the case, therefore, badly 
suited for laryngotomy, I, instead, by means of 
an atomiser, threw about a drachm of coal-oil, 
in the form of spray, into the larynx and trachea 
every two hours. The relief to the dyspnoea 
was immediate; the breathing became easy; and, 
after a few inhalations, the power of swallowing 
was regained. Towards morning, he felt the 
premonitory symptoms of another paroxysm 
coming on; 80, jumping out of bed, he seized the 
atomiser, inhaled the coal-oil spray, and returned 
to bed, feeling comparatively comfortable, and 
thankful that the impending attack was averted. 
He had no more dyspneeal paroxysms, nor did 
he again experience difficulty in deglutition ; 
but, I regret to say, the onward march of the 
erysipelas was not arrested. Inch by inch it in- 
vaded the air-passages, until it passed into the 
most minute ramifications of the air-tubes, and 
terminated fatally by hemoptysis. 

Ischio-rectal Abscess.—A poor man, aged 60. 
placed himself under the care of a person prac- 
tising as a homeopathic doctor in Dunnville, on 
the Grand River, Ontario, in the month of June, 
1868, for ischio-rectal abscess, The bump of 
caution must have been developed to an enormous 
extent on this son of Hannemann, or his igno- 
rance must have been profound; for he poulticed 
and poulticed the poor man until not only both 
ischio-rectal fossee became involved, but the scro- 
tum also. When the case came under the care 
of Dr. McCattum, a regular practitioner of the 
village, the scrotum had attained the size of the 
head of a nine months old foetus; and extensive 
incisions into it, as well as into the fossx, had to 
be made. When I saw him, in a few days after- 
wards, he was in the most miserable plight I 
have ever witnessed. His right fossa resembled 
a rabbit-burrow; foctid matter ran in streams 
through an enormous gash by the verge of the 
anus. The left fossa was distended with matter, 
which could not escape against gravity. The 
patient lay on his left side. The scrotum was 
sloughing, and the smell was most intolerable. 
The poor man’s agony was extreme. I received 
Dr. McCuttum’s permission to apply coal-oil. 
So, having thoroughly cleansed the abscess with 
warm water by means of an enema-machine, I 
inserted the nozzle into the abscess, and Dr. 
McOa.tum pumped coal-oil into it, until it’must 
have come into contact with every portion of its 
walls. The scrotum was dressed with lint soaked 
in coal oil, and he was given a morphia pill. 


PERISCOPE. 








[Vor. XX, 


PPA BA BABI DD DI tt 
The poor man rested better that night than he 
had done for many nights before. When I met 
Dr. McCattum a few days afterwards, and asked 
him how his patient was getting on, and how the 
coal-oil was doing with him, “The right fossa,” 
he said, “is granulating nicely. The coal-oil is 
an admirable application. I omitted it one night, 
and the patient did not get a wink of sleep, 
Next night, I applied it again, and he slept until 
morning.” 

Sprains.—As an application to sprains, coal- 
oil is probably unsurpassed, reducing pain and 
removing the swelling with remarkable celerity. 
M. Y., aged 30, was knocked down by a dog on 
the 10th ult. He fell on the back of his right 
hand, and started some of the ligamentous strue- 
tures of the carpus. Immense swelling suc 
ceeded, which, in the course of a day or two, 
extended to the middle of the fore-arm. The 
part was exceedingly painful from the first; but, 
about the fourth day, it extended up to th 
shoulder, and for this I had to give opiates. To 
the swelling I applied cold lotions; but these 
produced neither an alleviation of the pain nor 
a diminution of the swelling. Warm fomenta- 
tions, for which I had to change them, produced 
a more soothing effect; but, these being of little 
use, I had the shoulder well rubbed with coal- 
oil, and the same applied to the hand and fore 
arm by means of lint, and retained in position 
by a bandage. This was on the 15th. On the 
morning of the "16th, he informed me that he 
slept pretty well during the night; that the pain 
was much less, The swelling had very much 
decreased. On the 17th, the pain was all gone 
from the shoulder; the swelling nearly gone. 
On the 18th, the swelling was almost quite gone 
from the hand and fore-arm; but the skin was a 
little red, and had a number of papule aroun 
the hairs. The petroleum oil was omitted, and 
water-dressing applied. On the 20th he was 
well, 

Rheumatism.—Petroleum enjoys an entensive 
and well-deserved reputation, as an external af- 
plication in chronic rheumatism. 

Black Knot on Fruit-Trees.—Some of the fruit 
trees in the New Dominion, more especially the 
plums, are annually attacked by flies, which 
pierce the bark and deposit their eggs in the 
trees; the punctured part swells, and exudes 4 
resinous fluid, which forms what is popularly 
known as the black knot; in this, the young flies 
are brought into existence, and, by-and-by escap 
ing, sting the fruit, and cause its destruction. 
Such, at least, is the history of the black knot, 
which I received from an accomplished gentle: 
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man, a Catholic priest, but lately a medical man. 
However, it is a fact, that the destruction of the 
eggs or young flies in the black knot has been 
found by gardeners to be the surest means of 
preserving their fruit. For this purpose, they 
incise the knot, and swab it freely with coal-oil. 
Iich.—Acting on the hint thus furnished me, I 
make use of coal-oil for the cure of itch, with 
an almost unvaried success; out of about forty 
eases, only one proved rebellious to its influence. 
For the cure of the pruriginous affection which 
attacks many at the setting in of cold weather, 
it is equally successful. In cases of itch it is 
peculiarly invaluable, since it removes the neces- 
sity for segregation or suspension from duty. 
Mode of Action.—These few cases, which I have 
selected from many others, will, I trust, suffice 
to call the attention of the profession to what, in 
my opinion, will be found to be one of our most 
invaluable antiphlogistics. As a topical appli- 
@tion to inflamed parts, it is, judging from my 
limited experience, unsurpassed by any other 
known remedy. It possesses also two other ad- 
Yatitages, which materially enhance its value as 
a remedial agent. First, it is always at hand; 
and, secondly, it is extremely cheap, the very 
porest not costing more than 18 or 20 cents per 
gallon. Its mode of action is simple, combining, 
as it does, stimulant and astringent with ano- 
dyne properties. It acts by restoring tone to 
the paraly8ed contractile*textures of the small 
arteries and veins, whereby the retardation of 
the blood-current is overcome, the stagnant cor- 
puscles urged from the capillaries and venous 
radicles into the general circulation, and the 
cond tion on which the transudation of serum 
and blood, ete., depends, removed; whilst, at the 
tame time, it so materially expedites the absorp- 
Yon of the effused fluids that the parts, swollen 
by the products of effusion or capillary rupture, 
shrink with such celerity as to give the part a 
shrunken, wrinkled, and brawny appearance in, 
at least, twenty-four hours. It may be that it is 
owing to this shrinking that the rapid cessation 
of pain is produced. It does, however, unques- 
tionably relieve pain even where there is no 
inflammatory effusion, and, I am inclined to 
think it exercises an anodyne influence, by 
directly acting on the nervous filaments dis- 
tributed to the cutis. When rubbed on the skin, 
or thrown on it in a fine spray by means of an 
atomiser, it produces a sensation of numbness 
and of partial insensibility, which soon passes 
into a pricking sensation, then becomes hottish, 
and soon passes off. Trying to reniove its disa- 
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into a bottle of chlorine gas. A heavy oily 
compound resulted, devoid of the characteristic 
odor. I applied some of this to my wrist, but 
it caused so much pain and smarting, that I 
imagined I had discovered an instantaneous blis- 
tering fluid. It did not, however, vesicate, and 
the pain soon passed off. 


The efficacy of coal-oil in the treatment of 
black knot and itch shows it to be destructive to 
the lower organisms; on which account it might 
probably be useful in those cases in which car- 
bolic acid is employed. 





The Milk Fungus. 

If we examine under the microscope the super- 
ficial layers of cream, we perceive, amongst 
myriads of globules of milk and of fat, small 
elongated bodies, accompanied generally by 
finely punctured masses, such as are found usu- 
ally in putrefying substances. These are de- 
tected in greater numbers at the end of about 
fifteen or twenty-four hours in summer, and of 
three days in winter, but always before the milk 
manifests any sour taste. These corpuscles are 
the spores of a fungus, 


This fungus is found not only in milk, but in 
butter and cheese; even in fresh butter the fun- 
gus is met with. The researches of V. Hessttna, 
as reported in Virchow’s Archiv, are of great 
importance in regard to alimentary hygiene, in- 
asmuch as milk and its products are the aliments 
of vastly the greatest consumption. It is essen- 
tial to observe that the fungus exists even when 
the milk does not show the slightest sour taste. 
The author believes that many of the disturb- 
ances of digestion are attributable to the exist- 
ence of this fungus. He directs attention to the 
matter especially in its bearing on the dietary 
of infants, of whieh milk is almost the exclusive 
basis, and in whom intestinal irritation is so 
frequent and so serious in its degree. The facts 
published by Dr. Fatoer, in another number of 
the Archiv, seem to corroborate the opinions of 
V. Hesstina. He has observed that severe in- 
testinal symptoms have at once ceased in infants 
under the adoption of some very simple precau- 
tions, which he details as follows: 

To give the milk as fresh as possible. In the 
interval between the milking and the adminis- 
tration of the milk to the child, to keep it in a 
bottle completely filled and tightly corked so as 
to exclude the air; and, lastly, to preserve as 
nearly as possible the natural temperature of the 
milk as it comes from the cow.—Med. Press and 
Circular. 





geeable smell, I passed it, in a state of vapor, 
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Sarracenia Purpurea in Variois. Case I. Mrs. J M——, aged 20 years; 


Dr. W. E. Gienn contributes the following ex- 
perience with this agent in the St. Louis Med. 
Reporter: 

In the early part of the spring of 1865, a very 
severe and malignant form of confluent variola 
made its advent amongst the soldiery in Rolla, 
Mo., at that time a large military post. For sev- 
eral weeks it was confined to the military, but 
ultimately it spread to the citizens of the town 
with such violence and fatality that panic seized 
the community, and all who could, left or moved 
their families into the country, into tents and 
such houses as could be procured beyond the 
reach of its ravages. 

About the first of June I was appointed health 
officer of the town, and at once took measures to 
check the growing epidemic. A hospital was es- 
tablished two miles from town, and all affected 
with variola, without distinction, were moved 
thither. The fatality was very great, especially 
amongst the negroes, in whom the ordinary treat- 
ment availed but little. Any remedy that could 
mitigate, if not abate, the virulence of the epi- 
demic was a boon greatly desired, and difficult to 
find, when I thought of trying the sarracenia 
purpurea, In clutching at this straw, I antici- 
pated but little success, rather “hoping against 
hope.” 

I procured some of the leaves of the plant (the 
root could not at first be obtained) from St. Louis, 
but a few trials demonstrated its utter valueless- 
ness. Finally I obtained from New York the 
root (rhizoma), and prescribed it at once as re- 
commended. 

To my gratification and surprise, the severity 
of the disease began very perceptibly to decline 
in those to whom it was administered, while 
it continued as bad as ever amongst those not 
taking it. Encouraged, I gave it to all in the 
hospital, and was highly gratified to discover that 
its efficacy as a remedial agent was undoubted— 
that it was no happy chanceor coincidence which 
marked the recovery of those first taking it. It 
at once became the medicine par excellence in the 
hospital, and from that time not a case was lost 
but one, an infant four days old. 

Its administration was in decoction, one ounce 
of the bruised root to the quart of cistern water. 
Dose—half a teacupful every four hours. Other 
and auxiliary treatment, of course, was not es- 
chewed, but employed as symptoms or circum- 
stances required. 

From the case-hook I quote three cases, which 
may be taken as types of the rest. 











lymphatic temperament; admitted June 23; had 
confluent variola; had been vaccinated a week 
before admittance. Treatment, the usual sup- 
portive. 29th. Hands and face very much swol- 
len. July 3d. Secondary fever set in; case not 
progressing favorably. Tuesday, 4th. Gave sar- 
racenia purpurea, Wednesday, 5th. Somewhat 
easier. 6th. Much better; fever gone; not so 
hoarse; said she “felt the disease was dying in 
her;”’ continued administration in somewhat 
smaller doses. July 18th. Cured. 

Casz II, F. H. L—, livery stable keeper, 
aged 45; admitted June 21; confluent variola; 
never had been vaccinated ; inclined rather to in- 
temperance; of full habit. Put him under sup- 
portive treatment. Severe secondary fever set in 
July 6th; ordered sarracenia purpurea. 7th. Ex- 
pressed himself as much relieved. 8th. Improv- 
ing. 9th. Fever high; not so well; increased 
dose of sarracenia purpures. 
ter; appetite good. 11th. Still improving, no 
fever. 21st. Cured. 

Case III, R—— C—— (colored), aged 27; was 
never vaccinated; admitted July 6th, with con 
fluent variola; irruption very thick on face and 
body when admitted; had been confined three 
days previously, of male child, which was simi- 
larly affected, and died the day following admis 
sion ; lochial discharge very scanty. This wass 
very aggravated case, Exposure, ififerior diet, 
along with her confinement, had enfeebled her 
so as to render her utterly helpless. Her face 
presented an immense mass of loathsome puru 
lency, and even of ulceration. Her intellect ob 
seured; and in this typhoid state, half-comatose, 
debilitated, and almost moribund, she was re 


ceived at the hospital a few hours before > 


morning visit. 

In reporting the case, the matron said that she 
“knew the woman would certainly die,” for, to 
use her homely expression, ‘she had the same 
smell that all those who died had” before death. 

I hardly expected any good in this case; still 
the decoction was prescribed. This was the 6th. 
Next day symptoms were no worse. 8th. Better; 
quite rational, 9th. Improving. 10th, 11th, 
and 12th, still mending. 15th. Out of danger; 
and 31st, discharged cured. 

This case incontrovertibly sustained the ours 
tive power of the drug in my hands; it was the 
most unpromising we had; for, if I mistake not, 
variola under such ciréumstances is almost al 
ways fatal, Besides these cases, many others 
were treated similarly, who are living witnesses 
to its value, 
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Of the modus operandi of the agent I am igno- 
rent. I merely present my experience of its 
practical employment, with the simple statement 
of facts authentic in every particular. 

Asa therapeutic agent I consider it to be indi- 
cated in variola—modified, distinct, or confluent; 
and after a fair test of the remedy during a very 
malignant and wide-spread epidemic, I am of 
opinion that sarracenia purpurea is as much 
a specific in, as vaccination is a prophylactic 
against, variola. 





Carbolic Acid in the Sickness of Pregnancy. 

Eowarp Garraway, Erq., of Faversham, Kent, 
writes to the British Medical Journal of Feb- 
wary 13th as follows: 

“Carbolic acid is the only remedy which I 
have ever found of any avail in pregnant sick- 
ness, and of its efficacy here I entertain no doubt 

tever. Patients who have had it in one 
pregnancy, invariably ask for ‘that tar medicine’ 
inthe next. In other forms of sympathetic vom- 
iting, it has proved no less valuable. I quote 
the two most noteworthy cases I have met with, 
premising that I am not given to exaggerate. 

“Miss ,aged 19, a highly hysterical girl, 
the subject of pelvic abscess, had vomited every 
meal immediately after swallowing it for three 
years. Physic and physicians, of course, had 
been exhausted upon her. I gave a drop of car- 
blic acid three times aday, She retained this 
from the first. After ten doses had been taken— 
i¢, 0n the fourth day—a meal was kept down; 
and from this time she retained alternate meals. 
Ina fortnight, two meals out of three stayed; 
but the unwonted presence of so much food in 
the stomach occasioned such distress, that I was 
iduced to partially withdraw the remedy, and 
tow two out of four meals to be rejected, The 
carbolic acid, however, was gradually persevered 
vith; and, in the course of a year, the stomach 
vas able to bear and retain four meals a day. 





“Mrs. ——, at the eighth month of gestation, 
gaged me to attend her, and complained that 
the had been sick throughout her pregnancy. I 
telined prescribing, assuring her that the vom- 
ititg would cease immediately after delivery. 
However, it persisted as before; and she then 
informed me that for nine years she had never 
piseed a day without vomiting, sometimes several 
fimes, This condition resulted from an attack 
fever. I waited a fortMight after her accouche- 
went, and then put her upon carbolic acid. She 
ver once vomited again. The remedy was con- 
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“T gave drop-doses of the crystal, liquefied by 
heat, and diffused in half an ounce of thin mu- 
cilage, three times a day.” 





Treatment of Psoriasis by Balsam of Copaiba, 
Dr. Frepericx Simms, M.B., M.R.C.P., in the 
British Medieal Journal, England, brings briefly 
before the profession a remedy which, although 
by no means new, is yet but half known, having 
been tried by him only; but hgre much more 
freely for the last eight or nine years, since when 
its utility, in this disorder, was accidently dis- 
covered by M. Harpy, of St. Louis. 

“The use of copaiba in chronic bronchitis 
and catarrhal affections, and also in dfopsies, 
(Perera, art. Copaiba, vol. ii.), has been known 
to the profession almost ever since its diseovery, 
which followed that of the American continent, 
but I can find no trace of its employment in 
lepra and psoriasis, although the connection be- 
tween these diseases and catarrhal affections was 
remarked upon by Heserpen towards the close 
of the last century, and very much earlier by 
Pavius, of Mgina, (Lib, iii., chap. xxiii.), who 
hinted at this relationship, and advised treat. . 
ment by resinous and emulsive medicines, until 
M. Harpy, whilst treating a patient afflicted 
with both a blennorrhagia and a psoriasis, cured, 
most accidentally, the latter, together with the 
former, and has since treated lepra alone in the 
same way with, I believe, uniform success. 

“My plan is to give from ten to twenty minims 
of the drug, with liquor potasse and mucilage, 
and gradually to increase the dose; with young 
subjects, and especially with fresh cases, the 
copaiba rash soon appears, and, as it were, car- 
ries off the old disease with it. These patients 
mend rapidly, two or three weeks find them 
nearly well; but old subjects, and those with 
relapses, are harder to cure; the characteristi¢e 
rash is slow in coming out, and sometimes they 
recover without having it at all. In one case 
only, that of a young girl at St. Louis, have I 
seen any trouble arise; in this case erysipelas 
complicated the affair, but was transitory, and 
without influence upon the case. It may be ob- 
jected that this treatment is homcopathic, but 
no one having seen the copaiba eruption, will 
compare it for a moment with psoriasis; it is 
rather that we 


“* Take a fresh infection to one eye, 
That the rank poison of the old may die.’ 


“ Such has been the influence of Mr. W. Cooxe’s 
writings, that copaiba has been almost thrust 
out of use, (a contemporary, whilst giving a 





inued a fortnight, then gradually withdrawn. 


notice of the hospital out-patient practice of this 
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city, mentions only three places where it is 
used); but let us hope that Dr. Durrin’s exam- 
ple will be followed, and that this valuable drug 
may not be lost simply because we find it nau- 
seous and apt to be rejected. That the drug 
must be good, and the mixture well prepared, 
are points on which I need not insist.” 





Occupation and Health. 

“The Influertee of Occupations on the Health” 
formed the subject of the first of the recent 
course of lectures at Gresham College, London, 
reported in the Medical Press and Circular. 
After alluding to the evil effects of overcrowding 
and defective ventilation on the health of work- 
people, who are packed together for hours in 
large manufactories, and pointing out the false 
economy of those masters who, disregarding 
their own best interests, call upon their hands 
to go through their daily occupation under cir- 
cumstances which tend to enervate them, and 
render them less and less capable of doing the 
greatest amount of work in the least space of 
time, the lecturer asked how it came to pass that 
- employers of Jabor should be allowed to take 
away the lives of tens and hundreds of men and 
women by carbonic acid, and the foul products 
of respiration, when it is contrary to law to poi- 
son one person with prussic acid or strychnine? 
The position cf women and girls who, even more 
than men, are subjected to these fruitful sources 
of disease, viz., overcrowding, ill ventilation, and 
long hours, was mentioned as one of peculiar 
hardship, and the Professor instanced as a case 
in point, the Luton and Dunstable straw-plaiting 
trade (see recent Report to Privy Council). 
Here it appears to be not unusual to keep girls 
‘twenty hours out of the twenty-four in a room 
the temperature of which frequently exceeds 7(° 
Fahr., with only about forty cubic feet of air 
space for each person. The lecturer passed on 
to notice the special forms of disease incident to 
certain trades, giving instances drawn from his 
own experience, and at the same time remarked 
that it was a subject of congratulation that the 
condition of nearly all classes was better now 
than in days gone by, for science had done much 
in the way of suggesting remedial and preven- 
tive measures. The ill effects on the workmen 
in poisonous substances, ¢. g., arsenic, mercury, 
lead, phosphorus, etc., are notorious, but the in- 
fluence of minute particles of dust in originating 
diseases of the respiratory organs was not so 
generally recognized by the public. For this 
latter evil the use of respirators, and the “‘ mous- 
tache movement,” as a protection to potters, 
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stone-masons, millers, etc., was referred to as of 
wide and ready adoption. The unhealthiness of 
tailors, shoemakers, and bakers, the Professor 
held to be traceable rather to the general evils 
mentioned above, than to anything specially det. 
rimental in the callings themselves. 

Dr. Taompson further enlarged upon the im. 
portance of bestowing more attention to the sub- 


ject; employers with the view of ameliorating 


the condition of their work-people, and the em- 
ployed in order that they may perform their daily 
work so as to be least exposed to the evils atten- 
dant on their pursuits; and, secondly, with the 
object of finding the employment best suited to 
their capacity. On this latter point the Profes. 
sor drew attention to the proficiency attained 
by female telegraphists, and in conclusion advo- 
cated emigration as the true remedy for over 
crowding, remarking that the aversion to it on 
the part of the laboring classes sprang from igno- 
rance of the realities of emigrant life. 





Depraved Appetite. 

Mr. Frank Toorre Porter reported the fol- 
lowing case at a late meeting of the Surgical 
Society of Ireland. 

On the 6th of January I was requested to sees 
little girl, aged ten years, the daughter of a small 
farmer, residing near Swords, where I had been 
doing duty during the short illness of my friend 
Dr. Davys. I was informed that the patient 
was suffering from severe sudden pain in the 
stomach and dry vomiting. On my arrival, I 
found the abdomen very much distended, tym- 
panitic and tender on pressure; the tongue was 
farred and had sordes upon it; the pulse 190; 
the counténance was anxious and expressive of 
severe pain and impending dissolution. Thi 
bowels were obstinately constipated, and nf 
been so for several weeks. There were frequent 
attacks of dry vomiting. and the stomach would 
not retain food of any kind for a considerable 
time. The legs were flexed, and there was 6 
peculiar death-like odor of the person. The 
urine was seanty, high-colored, and offensive in 
odor. Upon minute inquiry, I ascertained that 
the appetite had been depraved, and that the 
patient had been habitually eating quantities of 
cinders for four consecutive years. I ordered 
anodyne fomentations, and an aperient draaght, 
which the stomach rejected. I then had recourse 
to an enema, which was given under my dire 
tions by the intelligen® midwife of the district. 
Much difficulty was experieneced in the intro 
duction of the tnbe, which was mdented by the 
sphincter of the rectum, which kept up pret 




















Apart 24, 1869.] 


—_—~——weeaaeeereeeeee* 
sure almost equal to that of a foetal head when 
on the perinzeum. After some gentle but perse- 
vering efforts the tube was introduced, and 
the enema caused the expulsion of quantities of 
scybala and cinders. The abdominal pain soon 
subsided,' and also the swelling. The sto- 
mach was enabled to retain food, and the pulse 
fell gradually to the natural standard. In a 
week’s time the child regained strength and 
was able to walk out and take exercise. A wish 
not to intrude too much on the valuable time of 
those whom I have the honor to address, and a 
desire to leave room for discussion, prevent me 
from dwelling too long on this case; but before I 
conclude I would wish to remark, that I made 
the most minute inquiry as to the existence 
of worms, hysteria, and insanity, and that I 
failed to discover any tendency to such affections ; I 
am therefore at a loss to account for the existence 
of depraved appetite for so long a period as four 
fers. The subject of depraved appetite has not 
received proper attention. In this case symp- 
toms set in which might be mistaken for those of 
hernia or enteritis. I have known many cases in 
which life has been lost owing to organic disease 
consequent on malnutrition produced by the 
same cause. 





~~ 





Medicinal Fish Oils, 

Ina lecture by Mr. R. L. Symonps before the 
Society of Arts, on Wednesday, February 3d, he 
wid that there are many fish oils that might yet 
be brought into use for commercial and medicinal 
parposes. For several years M. Gostey, of the 
Paris School of Pharmacy, has prepared an oil 
from the liver of the skate, which is much less 
nauseous to the taste and smell than cod-liver 
ul, Professor Owen has also pointed out the 
vices that might be rendered to medicine by 
he livers of various sharks and dog-fish which 
sremet with on our coasts, and especially in the 
topical seas, which are rejected by fishermen. 
In India, shark-liver oil is prepared in the ports 
of Mangalore and Tellichery, and at Nellore and 
Gantour in the Madras Presidency. M. Coxwas, 
principal naval surgeon and chief of the service 
of health in the establishments of French India, 
inthe Revue Coloniale for 1856, pointed out that 
hehad found shark-liver oil equally as efficacious 
00d-liver oil, especially as an interna] remedy 
in the case of certain ulcers in the inferior limbs, 
mmon in tropical countries, and for which he 
hd previously found xfo remedy. It has been 
tated, however, that the shark-liver oil has such 
Moffensive odor and unpleasant taste that no 
techanical or chemical process will remove it. 
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Recovery from Severe Cerebral Lesions, 

To several instances of this nature recently 
published in this journal, we add the following, 
forwarded to us by a correspondent. 

The Russian River (California) Flag gives the 
particulars of the remarkable recovery of Mr. B, 
F. Cuass, foreman of a mill in Mendocino county, 
from an apparently deadly wound. It appears 
that in July, 1864, Mr. Cuase was doing some 
work under a picket saw, which was running - 
at great speed, when inadvertently raising his 
head against the saw he received a cut beginning 
at the frontal bone, one-half inch above the nose, 
and running back to the occipital bone, making 
an incision in length, measuring by the convexity 
of the skull. Dr. A. C. Fousom was called, but 
at first thought it useless to dress the wound, 
believing that the man would die in a few min- 
utes; but Mr. Case being perfectly conscious 
and free from pain, he concluded to attempt a 
careful dressing, encouraged somewhat, he says, 
by remembering the case of the man in Vermont 
who had a tamping iron blown through his head 
and recovered therefrom. The cut gaped open 
so that the skull bones were a full inch apart. 
Dr. F. estimated that the brain was cut nearly 
to its base, fully three inches deep. He inserted 
a pocket rule an inch and a half. He carefnily 
removed all fragments of the skull—taking out 
over thirty pieces—and washed out the saw dust 
that had got into the opening, using warm water 
to promote hemorrhage, which was slight for 
such an extensive wound. He also washed out 
more than a tablespoonful of brain. How much 
more the saw carried away we can only conjee- 
ture. The doctor then shaved the scalp, applied 
a tourniquet to bring the bones together, and 
closed the aperture with six stitches, finishing 
with adhesive plaster, and leaving three openings. 
The only dressing ever used was cold water. 

The patient was in full possession of all his 
faculties during the whole, time, and said he ex- 
perienced no pain then or afterward until he 
was entirely recovered. He visited the mill 
about four weeks after the accident, and soon 
after resumed his duties as filer and foreman, 


which position he still holds. He says he never 
lost sleep or appetite, or experienced any physical 
or mental pain or weakness from his wound. 
The doctor’s theory for this wonderful case is 
that the wound was a clean, smooth cut, unac- 
companied by concussion, and that it is usually 
the concussion and not the incision of the brain 
that causes death. Believing for a year or two 
that the patient would ultimately die of the 
injury, Dr. F. did not send any statement of the 
case to the medical journals. Mr. Coase now seems 
to have as long a lease of his life as anybody. 
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quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


a2 To insure publication, articles must be practical 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 

———— 
PREPAYMENT OF POSTAGE. 

We announced last fall that after the first of 
January, 1869, we should prepay postage on all 
paid subscriptions. This we do from the begin- 
ning of each quarter, commencing January Ist. 
On subscriptions received previous to January 
lst, we paid for the first quarter of 1869, and co 
on, to the end of the last quarter covered by their 
payment. On subscriptions received between 
January lst and April lst, we paid for the second 
quarter of the year, etc., as before, Our subscri- 
bers who have paid in advance, should bear this 
in mind and pay no postage from the quarter 
after their payment was made until the time for 
which they paid has expired. 

These quarterly postage bills are a heavy item 
in our accounts, and remind us forcibly how 
many substantial friends we have. We cannot 
help regarding those who pay their subscriptions 
promptly as the best friends of our enterprise— 
and just in proportion as all our subscribers are 
prompt in their remittances will we have the 
means to add interest and value to our several 
publications. 





EE 

CO-LABORERS, 

The credit of whatever there may be of value 
to the medical profession in the publications 
issued from this office, is shared, not only by 
those who do the literary Jabor, and have charge 
of the business management, but also by those 
who exert themselves in extending our circula- 
tion. This, indeed, is not the least important 
part of the work, for it underlies all the rest. A 
liberal support furnishes the means to command 
the best literary and business talent and labor. 
We desire therefore especially to acknowledge 
our indebtedness to such co-laborers as a sub- 
scriber in Columbus, Miss., by whose personal 
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exertions we have eight subscribers in that 
place—every one of them paid up; to another 
in Eldorado, Arkansas, where we have five, all 
paid up too; to one in Westchester County, New 
York, who sends five names besides his own—to 
another in Ohio who does the same. Indeed, we 
mast stop, as the instances that are constantly 
occurring in various parts of the country crowd 
upon us too rapidly to permit us to designate any 
more. Suffice it that we acknowledge, on our 
own part, and that of the profession of the coun- 
try our obligations to these co-laborers. 
——=———— 
DR. ROBLEY DUNGLISON. 

Our readers are already aware of the loss the 
profession has sustained in this city, by the death 
of this distinguished author and teacher. He 
died April 1, after a long and painful illness, 
which he bore with the patience of a Christian 
and the fortitude of a philosopher. 

Although but little engaged in the active pra 
tice of his profession, few men have exercised 4 
greater influence over the minds of their contem- 
poraries than Dr. Duna.ison, through his distin 
guished abilities as a teacher and a writer. He 
was horn at Keswick, Cumberland, England, in 
1798, and graduated in 1819 in London... He 
was invited to this country in 1824, to take part 
in the establishment of Jerrerson’s favorite 
project, the University of Virginia. From this 
arose an intimate acquaintance with JErrersos, 
Mapison, and other great men of a past gener 
tion, which naturalized him at once in his adop'- 
ed country, and he thenceforth became in dll 
respects thoroughly American. In 1833 he left 
the University of Virginia for a chair in the 
University of Maryland, and when in 1836 the 
Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia wa 
reorganized, he was invited to fill the Profess& 
ship of Institutes of Medicine. Here he tr 
mained for more than thirty years, during 4 
large portion ofwhich time he was Dean of the 
Faculty; and the success of that institution was 
largely owing both to his attractive courses of 
lectares and to the remarkable tact and practical 
sagacity with which he administered its affair. 
Tle kept to his post and faithfully discharged its 
duties for some years after failing health admor 
ished him to seek the repose he so much needed, 
and he did not retire until the close of the se 
sion of 1868. 

Dr. Dunatison was known widely as a teacher, 
but his reputation as a writer was even more 
extensive. He had commenced, even before he 
left England, a work on the Diseases of Children, 
and from that time for forty years his: pen ¥# 










































































































NOTES AND 


rarely idle. Besides the editorship of various 
works, ten solid octavo volumes attest the extent 
and variety of his original labors. In ascience so 
rapidly progressive as that of Medicine, even the 
pest books speedily grow out of date, but Dr. Dun- 
oLison’s industry kept his works on a level with 
the advance of knowledge, and most of them in 
repeated editions maintained their position for a 
period far longer than is generally allotted to 
the life of a scientific book. His ‘Medical Lexi- 
con,” especially, is one which after more than 
thirty years still holds its place with undiminished 
popularity. For such a labor asa dictionary of 
medical science be was eminently fitted by his 
close and accurate philological culture, the wide- 
ness of his scientific acquirements, and the perse- 
vering industry which no labor could appal. It 
has therefore passed through unnumbered edi- 
tions, and as an acknowledged authority wherever 
the English language is spoken, it is his appro- 
Gate literary monument. 

Yet the sphere of his activity was by no means 
confined to professional labor. The wide sympa- 
thies of his active intellect led him to assume the 
Presidency of the Musical Fund Society, of Phila- 
delphia, and the Vice-Presidency of the Pennsyl- 
vania Institution for the Blind. To this latter 
much of his attention was directed in later 
years, and he was very successful in promoting 
the printing of books in raised letters for the use 
of the blind. 

His personal character left a most pleasant 
impression on all who met him, and many a phy- 
sician in every state of our union will feel in his 
death the loss of a personal friend. 


Aprit 24, 1869.] 





The Williamsport (Pa.) Medical Society. 

‘ The Williamsport (Pa.) Medical Society met 
at the rooms of the Dispensary in that city, 
President, Dr. S. Pottock occupying the chair, 
who delivered a very able and interesting inaugu- 
ral, after which the subject of Diphtheria was dis- 
cussed by Drs. Suitn, Hetspy, AtBa, McVickeEr, 
and Myers, The Essayist for the meeting, Dr. 
J,§. Crawrorp, was absent. Drs. F. S. Treap- 
way and THowas H. Hetssy, were appointed 
Essayists for the next meeting. 

This Society has opened under the most flatter- 
ing prospects, and bids fair to rival the neigh- 
bering Lycoming County Medical Society. The 
following officers were elected: 

President.—Dr. 8. Posuock, 
Vice-President.—Dr. H. H. Surra. 
Seeretary—Dr. W. R. Huwt. 
Treasurer— Dr. J. S. Crawrorp. 
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Notes and Comments. 





THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN. 
Compiled by Gro. H. Narurys, M.D. 
No. 10. 





s 

This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published 
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formulz for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc., ete. 

The selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures 
sesorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula, and 
issue them in book form. 


Below will be found some formule useful in 
the treatment of 
Habitual Constipation. 
8. B. Bircu, M.D., M. R. C. P., Lond. 


74. K. Extracti rhei alcoholici, 3s. 
Extracti taraxaci, gr. xxiv. 
Quiniz sulphatis, gr. ij. M, 


Ft. mass., in pilulas xij. div, 

One should be taken either on rising in the 
morning or at dinner time, or even at both pe- 
riods when the constipation is very obstinate, 
This is a very gentle stomachic and tonic evacu- 
ant, particularly useful for the delicate. In ad- 
dition, when there is torpor of the liver, defi- 
ciency or perversion of the biliary secretion, the 
patient should be ordered :— 

75. R. Hydrargyri cum creté, gr. }—j. 

Sacchari albi, gr. v. 
For one powder. 

A sufficient dose, when given alone at bed 
time, for two or three successive nights, or in 
very sensitive persons every second or third night. 
But the hyd. cum creti is often prepared imper- 
fectly, and then causes considerable annoyance 
and dissatisfaction to the practitioner. It is bet- 
ter to prescribe it in the form given above, than 
in the form of a pill, which sometimes passes 
through the bowels unchanged. 





* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1869, by Geo. H. Napueys, M.D, in the Clerk’s office of 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva- 
nia. 

N.B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be- 
ing issued in book form. 
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In order to excite manifestation of contractile 
force on the part of a torpid intestine, and for 
the conversion of irregular and imperfect peri- 
staltic action into a uniform and effective power 
of expulsion, the following little operation exe- 
cuted by the patient upon himself, when pro- 
perly performed, is-valaable. 

Place the tips of the fingers of the right hand 
exactly over the cecal region with very slight 
pressure; carry them upward along the ascend- 
ing colon to the right hypochondrium; continue 
the movement without any intermission over the 
region of the transverse colon to the angle of 
junction with the descending colon; stop not, 
but proceed downward gently and steadily to 
the iliac region of that side; instead of the pre- 
viously very gentle pressure, the fingers must 
now be pressed firmly and deeply (without pain) 
into the pelvic cavity, and there retained for 
about fifteen seconds; then remove the hand alto- 
gether, rest a few seconds and repeat the proce- 
dure. This may be continued for the period of 
from a few minutes to a quarter of an hour or 
more. Some little care and tactile dexterity is 
needed to do this properly, and where the hand 
is dry or the cuticle thick and hard, it is advisa- 
ble to slightly moisten the ends of the fingers. 
When the right hand is tired, the left can be 
used,-and so alternately, but it is better not to 
alternate them too rapidly. The patient may 
first try and may succeed or not. If there be a 
failure, it must not be necessarily given up. 
Invalids themselves will often fail, almost inva- 
riably if their bowels be extremely untractable. 
But now the aid of a friend for passive move- 
ments may be invaluable. The medical adviser 
can give instructions regarding the precise ana 
tomical relations of the parts involved, and the 
method of performance. The proceeding should 
usually extend over a period of from five or six 
minutes to occasionally twenty-five minutes. 

For occasional use in the treatment of cossti- 
pation in old age, the following sath affords an 
excellent formula: 

76. K. Extracti colocynthidis 

compositi, gr. v-viij. 
Extracti hyoseyami, gr. ij. 


J. M. DaCosta, 'M. D. 


77. B. Podophyllin, gr. 1-20. 
Extracti belladonna, gr. 1-20. 

Capsici, gr. |. 

. Palveris rhei, gr. j. 


For one pill. 
To be taken three times a day. 


Belladonna is undoubtedly a stimulant to the 
muscular fibres of the intestine. It acts on them 


as it acts on the bladder; it stimulates to contrac- 
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tion. It also increases the action of purgatives, 
enabling the physician to get along with smaller 
quantities of purgative medicine. Podophyllin 
is useful in torpor of the upper portion of the 
bowel, to increase the secretion of the liver. 


78. BK. Tincture gentianse 
f.Z ij. 


com posites 
Tincture rhei dulcis, f.3j. 
Tincture belladonnw, f.Ziss. M. 


Dessertspoonful ter die. 

79. B. Extracti gentianz, gr. iij. 
Extracti nucis vomice, 
Podophyllin, ai gr. t. 

Olei cajuputi, gtt.j. M. 

For one pill. 

To be taken twice a day as a tonic for chronic 

constipation. 


80. KE. Extracti belladonnm, gr. 1-16. 
Pulveris rhei, gr. j. 
Palveris zingiberis, = gr.3. 


For one pill. To be taken four times a day. 


Tuomas Hirer, M.D., Lonp., F. B.C. P., eto 

In obstinate constipation occurring in children, 
very small doses of extract of belladonna, gr. 
1-24 to gr. 1-32, will be found useful, and the 
abdomen may be rubbed with soap liniment and 
castor oil. 


Joun Forsytu Meas, M.D. 


81. RK. Confectio sennx, Zi. 
Potassze bitartratis, Bij. 
Sulphuris pracipitati, 

Ferri subcarbonatis, ii 3). 
Mellis despumati, q. 8. 


Ft. electuary. 
Teaspoonful after meals. 
Tuomas Hawkes Tanner, M.D., F. L. S. Lond. 


82. BK. Zinci valerianatis, — gr. xij-xxiv. 
Extracti belladonna, gr. iij—vj. 
Extracti gentiane, gr. xxiv. M. . 


Ft. pil xij, and silver them. 

One to be taken three times a day in nervous 
cases of habitual constipation, and in spasmodic 
contraction of the sphincter ani. 





The Daily Pocket Record. 

The extraordinary demand for the Datty 
Pocket Recorp, speedily exhausted the edition 
we had provided for 1869, and a second edition 
is now ready. Orders have been accumulating 
while the edition has been preparing. The delay 
in filling the orders is thus explained. We 
regret it; but we pushed the work as rapidly #8 
we could. A like continyency in the future is 
now effectually provided against. We sliall ex 
pect and are prepared for large and increasing 
orders, 
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Inspection of Quack Medicines. 

A bill has been favorably reported in the New 
York Legislature, providing for the inspection of 
patent or quack medicines. The inspectors are 
required to ascertain their ingredients, and report 
the same annually to the Legislature and to the 
State Medical Society. There is a law analo- 
gous to this in almost every country of Europe. 

More inspections! what are we coming to? 
And the State Medical Society has a finger in 
the pie! Now for an indignation meeting of 
makers and venders of quack medicines! 





Adulterated Milk. 


A bill has passed both branches of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, which punishes with a 
fine for each offence, of no less than $20, nor 
more than $100, any one who sells, or exchanges, 
or has in his possession, watered milk, either for 
general consumption, or for manufacture into 
bufter and cheese. It repeals the law passed 
last year, which inserted the word “ knowingly.” 
lyr. the fact of the sale is proof of criminal 
intent. 

That strikes at the root of this business. But 
what do the mi/kmen say about it—especially 


those who do not adulterate their milk? 








[gas~ Readers of the Rerorter are invited to 
wnd us copies of local Newspapers, and similar 
publications, from all parts of the country, which 
contain matters of interest to the profession. They 
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged 
under “ Communications received.’*} 

oe 


Correspondence. 


——_——— 


DOMESTIC. 








‘ Tampering with Disease. 
bitors Mep. axp Sura. Rerorrer: 

It occasionally becomes the melancholy duty 
of the physician to witness cases of disease which 
are hastened to a fatal termination through the 
agency of quackery. We are apt to associate 
with homoeopathy the negative quality of harm- 
lessness, and reconcile ourselves to its absurdities 
with the impression that, if honestly adminis- 


tered, the medicines will do no harm, if they will 


not do any good. In the case which follows, 
though affording an instance in which the prin- 


oat, yet their application was so absurd, and the 
result so deplorable, that the entire system may 
be justly regarded with suspicion. 

A lady, rather more than fifty years of age, 
bad been suffering from an organic disease of the 
heart, consequent upon rheumatism of the joints, 

) 





‘ CORRESPONDENCE. 
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tiples of homceopathy were consistently carried’ 
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with which she bad some years previously been 
afflicted. Great irregularity in the action of the 
heart existed, attended with severe paroxysms of 
dyspnoea after much exertion, with cold and livid 
extremities, and every symptom denoting an ac: 
cumulation of blood in the region of the heart. 
Her life had been prolonged, and her condition 
made comparatively comfortable by the avoidance 
of every cause of mental or bodily excitement, a 
judicious course of personal treatment, and the 
pradent use of sustaining remedies. With using 
these precautions, her friends and medical attend- 
ants entertained strong hopes that she might sur- 
vive many years in the possession of her ordi- 
nary health. 

A few days since it became necessary for her 
to visit a neighboring city. The ride thither 
caused her considerable facigue, and a paroxysm 
of dyspnoea and prostration resalted. Her friends, 
by whose direction medical advice was called, 
were homeopathically inclined, and, of course, a 
physician of that order was called in attend- 
ance, 

The course of treatment which was auboss 
quently pursued in the case was not witnessed 
by the writer, who was her ordinary medical at- 
tendant. It was communicated to him by a near 
relative who was present, and the statement can 
be relied on as correct in every particular. 

The lady exhibited the ordinary symptoms of 
impeded circulation of the blood, denoted by cold 
and livid extremities, severe dyspnoea, extreme 
prostration, pulseless wrists, ete. Upon the ho- 
mecopathie principle that “like cures like,” the 
remedies indicated in the case were obviously 
such as wonld increase the symptoms just enu- 
merated. They were the application of iced 
water to the wrists and ankles, and generally 
over the surface of the body, the exhibition of 
cold drinks, and the withholding of nourishment 
and stimulants of every kind. As the action of 
the heart was already performed with difficulty, 
and as chloroform is well known to weaken the 
action of that organ, there was every reason for 
suggesting, homocopathically, the use of that 
powerfully sedative agent. It was accordingly 
applied by inhalation, and persevered in till near 
the close of life. 

Such was the treatment commenced and per- 
severingly applied by # German homeopathic 
doctor, who claims to be “to the manor born,” 
and, of course, to be gifted with all the arts and 
mysteries pertaining to the founder of homao- 
pathy. He at last found that death would soon 
follow his course of treatment, und he so gave 
his opinion. An eminent regular physician was 
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called just in time to witness the deplorable ef- 

fects of that system of quackery, which, to be 

consistent, must deal solely in the interest of 

death, and administer, in a threatening disease, 

such agents only as will accelerate a fatal termi- 

nation. G. B. 
Westport, Ct., March 30, 1869. 





Poisonous Dyes, 
Eprrors Mev. axp Sura. Rerorter: 

The following case may prove of interest to the 
profession, as showing the danger and inconve- 
nience of wearing fabrics colored with the so- 
called corraline dyes. Miss ——, while paying a 
visit in my family, consulted me for a slight pus- 
tular eruption, which had appeared upon the 
inner side of her left arm near the bend of the 
elbow. ‘There appeared a circumscribed longitu- 
dinal space of say three inches long, and one-and- 
ahalf inches wide, completely covered with 
minute pustules. Upon inquiry I found she had 
been wearing a beautiful colored flannel sack. 
This sack was lined throughout with silk, except 
the seams of the arm, and I have no doubt but 
that the friction of the rough material at the 
point mentioned, inoculated her with the poison- 
ous dyestuff producing the eruption. There 
was considerable pain present during the progress 
of the disease, and a constant and severe itching. 
Believing the disease to be entirely local, I pre- 
scribed as an application 


RB. Hydr. chlor. mite, 3)- 
Plumbi acetas, gr. Xv. 
Ung. aq. rose, 3 ij M. 
Sig. To be applied thrice daily to affected 
parts. 


Under this treatment the eruption promptly 
disappeared a few days, and she has not suffered 
since, having taken the precaution to line the 
seams of her sack before wearing again. 

H. C. Yarrow, A. A. Surg,, U. S. A. 

Fort Wood, N. Y. 





Secale Cornutum in Diarrhea. 
Enitors Mep. anp Sure. Reporter: 

November 5th, 1868, Henry Duggan called at 
my office, stating that his wife, set. 32, had been 
troubled with diarrhoea; for several days there 
was considerable tenesmus; she had taken several 
doses of castor oil with no apparent benefit, and 
as she was in the third month of pregnancy, 
was fearful of producing miscarriage by using 
active remedies. I made and put up a prescrip- 
‘tion for her and by mistake he took a two ounce 
vial of wine of ergot, and gave it as I directed 
him to use the other, “a half an ounce after 
each stool.” I discovered the mistake five hours 
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after, and went at ohce to see her; found her 
quietly sleeping, she had taken three doses, 
After waking her, she said she felt better than 
she had for several days. I have tried it twice 
since with her, and in three other cases of diar. 
rhoea in pregnant females at different stages of 
gestation with the most happy results. Will 
some one give the rationale? 
W.. J. Hiwis, M.D, 


Barclay, Bradford co., Pa., 
April 9th, 1869. 
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News and Miscellany. 





Ancient Hair-Dyes, 

Professor Aquitia Suiru, M.D., writes to the 
British Medical Journal:—The desire to appear 
“beautiful forever,” in respect to concealing the 
effect of age on the hair, was as prevalent in 
ancient Rome as in our own time, and no dou} 
will prevail through future ages. The panic 
recently created in consequence of the diselo- 
sures made public as to the dangerous effects 
likely to result from the use of poisonous hair- 
dyes, may for a time so prevail as to reconcile 
some persons to the inevitable hoariness of ad- 
vanced age; while others, with more vanity and 
less good sense, will be persuaded, before long, 
by the assurance, which will be promulgated 
with usual audacity, that the new hair-dyes may 
be employed with as much safety as “ Morning: 
dew distilled from a magnetic rock in the desert 
of Sahara.” ‘With the view of relieving the 
apprehensions of persons ‘“‘quos sancta senectus 
offendit,” and who will, at any risk, employ 
some means or other to conceal their grey hairs, 
I place at their service the following — 
which have been recommended by Q. Seren 
Simonicus, the preceptor of the Emperor Gor 
DIAN THE YounceR, in the third century. 

** Capillo tingendo, 
Quos pudet wtatis long, quos sancta senectus 
Offendit, cupiunt properos abscondere canos, 
Et nigrum crinem fuco simulare doloso. 
His prodest acri contrita cupressus aceto, 
Vel frons lentisci, vel tristia poma sambuci, 
Lumbrici quoque terrestres miscentur olivo, 
Et juvenum prestant redivivo flure capillam. 
Preeterea niveum poterit depellere crinew, 
Resina ex facile cera viscoque coacta. 
Ad rutilam speciem nigros flavescere crines, 
Unguento cineris preedixit Tallius autor.” 
(Q. Szrewr Samontci de Medicina Pracepta Saluberrima 
in Medica Artie Principes, n. 416.) 


The remedies, “nigrum crinem simulare,” #¢ 
cypress and strong vinegar, the leaf of the mas 
tich tree, elder-berries, earth-worms mixed W! 

olive, and resin combined with wax and mistle 
toe. If the ointment for converting black bait 
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into reddish yellow possessed any such power, it 
was probably owing to the alkaline matter in the 
ashes. 





Heart-Disease in the British Army. 

A surgeon of the British army, who has been 
investigating the causes of the great prevalence 
of heart-disease among English soldiers, states 
that it is due to the mechanical obstructions to 
the proper flow of the blood through the arteries 
Jeading from the heart, caused by the restrictions 
of the clothing and accoutrements. Alterations 
in the dress of the English soldiers are therefore 
advised, the upright collar hooked tight around 
the neck being especially objectionable. 





—— In Vienna, through the benevolence of 
Baron ANnseLmM pve Roruscnitp, who has given 
900,000 florins for the purpose, an hospital for 
Jews is to be built. It is to contain 200 beds. 

—— It is said that typhus fever is raging to 
ah an extent at Brussels, that the King and 
Court have left. All the private schools are re- 
noved from the capital. 

— A recent English traveller on the plains 
of the Argentine Confederation speaks of a cer- 
tain Cacique Nasrpricts!, who, at the age of 
120, can “‘ mount a horse, wield a lance, and go 
into the battle-field with as much apparent vigor 
wa hundred years before.” 


—— There is a doctor for every 1000 inhabi- 
tants in Paris. 

— During the last twelve months the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution has saved the lives 
of 603 persons, and as many as 17,849 since its 
formation in 1824. 

— A Paris correspondent reports the severe 
hess of Sir Josern Oxirre, a physician and 
potleman long held in the highest esteem by all 
his brethren, who express their intense sympa- 
hy and deep concern. 

— Mr. Tuomas Crowtey, of Birmingham, 
England, who died about the first of March, gave 
in January last, the sum of £10,000 for the foun- 
dation of an Orphan Asylum for girls in that 
wn; and at his death, besides various other 
liheral bequests, he has given £1,000 each to the 
(\ueen’s Hospital and the Deaf and Dumb Insti- 
lation, and £500 each to the Birmingham Gen- 
al Hospital, the Blind Asylum, and the Eye 

ital. 


—— Every railroad train in Sweden is pro- 
‘ied with an efficient medical staff and complete 
jlurmacy, so that in case of accident, no time is 
itinministering to the wants of the wounded. 
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—— Mrs. Janz Horcurnson, relict of Dr. Hurcs- 
inson, of Whitehaven, Eng., who died some sixty 
years since, has just met her death by an acci- 
dent at the advanced age of 100 years. The 
old lady was in full possession of all her facul- 
ties, and up to the time of her accident was in 
perfect health. 
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Cummtnes—Bryant.—In Concord, N. H., March 8th, 
at the Phoenix Hotel, by Rev. G. W. H. Clark, of Keene, 
Oscar 8. Cummings, M.D., of Lisbon, and Miss Bet. H. 

ryant. 

Gieason—Kinossury.—lIn this city, on the 14th inst. 
at Trinity M. FE. Church, by the Rev. 1. Do son, assiat 
by the Rev. R. Humphries, Edwin P. Gleason and M: 
Sinclair, youngest daughter of Dr. C. A. Kingsbury, both 
of this city. 

Kantz—Mi.ier.—On the 28th of February, in Berrys- 
burg, by the Rev. M. Fernsler, Dr. ‘Andrew J. Kents. of 
Green Brier, Northumberland co., and Miss Emaline 8, 
Miller, of Berrysburg, Dauphin co., Pa. 

LINEAWEAVER—PLAssants.—In this city, on the op af 
Apri!, 1869, at the Figet Unitarian Church, by the . 
Dr. W. H. Furness, Dr. Washingon K. Lineaweaver, of 
Pottsville, Pa., and Miss E. Florence Pleasants, grand- 
daughter of the Jate Hugh Bellas, and daughter of the 
late Charles Pleasants, of Sunbury. 

St. CLarn—Watxer.—March Bist, by Rev. A. McEl- 
wain, Thomas St. Clair, M.D., and Miss Sarah Walker, 
both of Indiana, Pa. 

Vaventine—Jounston.—On the 14th inst. oy the Rev, 
T. W.J. Wylie, D. D.. Dr. J. B. Valentine, of Wilkesbarre, 

'a.,and Anna W. Johnston, of this city. 

i 


DIED. 


AsHmkap.—On the 13th inst., Eliza B., daughter of the 
late Theodore Ashmead, M.D., of Germantown, Pa. 


Croox.—Jn Brooklyn, N. Y., on April 10, L. H. Crook, 
M.D., aged 30 years. 

Dr. Crook died of fever contracted while attending the 
captain and mate of the emigrant ship James Foster, Jr., 
being one of many victims to alleged bad management on 





the part of the officers of that ship. 

Day.—Dr. 8. R. Day, a highly respected ohytsten of 
St ‘Livers, Vt.,died April 12th, aged 46 years. Hegradu- 
ated at Woodstock in 1848. 

Motsrosu.—Eunice G., wife of Dr. L. W.. MoIntosh, 
died in Vernon, Oneida co., N. Y., April 2d, 1869, fa the 
52d year of her age. 

Mezreirr.—In this city, on the llth inst., Daniel 8. 
Merritt, M.D. 

R ToN.—In this city, on the 14th inst., Lydia H., 
widow of, the late Dr. Isaac Remington, in the 6lst a2 
of her age. 


—_—- 


OBITUARY. 


Dr. Alexander H. Stevens, 


Dr. Stevens was born in the city of New York, Sep- 
tember 4, 1789. His father, Esunezer STEVENS, was one 
of those who threw the tea into Boston Harbor. He en- 
tered the army early, and served to the close of the war. 
Was at the battles of Saratoga and Yorktown, with the 
rank of Colonel of Artillery. After the war, Col. Stevens 
married a sister of Col. Levyarp, who fell at Groton. 
She was aunt to Lepyarp the traveller. 

At the age of ten years, ALEXANDER was sent to school 
at Plainfield, where he fitted for college under the now 
venerable Joun Apaus. At fourteen he entered Yale 
College, and-graduated with oredit in his eighteenth year. 
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Having selected the profession to which he has since done 
so much honor, he entered the office of Dr. Epwarp MIL- 
Ler, and after attending one course of lectures in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and a second in the 
University of Pennsylvania, he graduated at the latter 
institution, on which occasion his Thesis On the Proxi- 
mate Cause of Inflammation, was highly lauded by Dr. 
Rusu. In 1811, Dr. Stevens sailed for France, but was 
captured by an Englich cruiser, and sent to Plymouth. 
Thence he found his way to London, and attended the 
lectures of Coopre and AxnernetHy. Next year he 
crossed the Channel, and at Paris followed the cliniques 
of Boyer and Larrey. War meanwhile broke out be- 
tween the United States and England, and Dr. Stevens 
was again captured, on his way to America, and sent to 
Plymouth. Ultimately, he returned home ih a cartel, and 
was appointed surgeon in the army. In 1814, he was 
chosen Prc fessor of Surgery in the New Ycrk Medical In- 
stitution, and in 1818, elected Surgeon to the New York 
Hospita). Here he immediately began to give clinical 
lectures, which he continued with great success for twenty 
years. On the resignation of the faculty of the College 
of Physicians in 1825, Dr. Stevens was appointed Pro- 
feesor of Surgery in that institution. Here and at the 
New York Hospital he continued to teach surgery with 
great acceptance till 1838, when, on account of ill health, 
he resigned both places, having previously coc fined his 
practice to consultations and surgical operations. The 
retirement of Dr. Stevens from the active duties of his 
profession was matter of great regret to his friends, and 
‘the officers of the two institutions which he bas so ably 
served, hastened to manifest their sense of the value of 
those services. He was appointed, by the Regente, Emeri- 
tus Professor of Surgery, and by the Governor, Consulting 
Surgeon to the New York Hospital. His pupils also 
Placed his portrait in the Governor’s room at the hospital. 


‘. In 1841, the Regents appointed Dr. Stavens President of 


the College of Physicians and Surgeons, an office he held 
till his death. In 1846, he was elected President of the 
New York State Medical Society, and his inaugural ad- 
‘@ress was ordered by both Houses of the Legislature, and 
by eminent members of the bar, to be printed. About 
the same time he received from the Regents the degree of 
LL.D. In 1847, he was elected Vice President, and in 
1848, President of the American Medical Association. 


At a special meeting of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, held April 2, 1869, for the purpose of paying a 
tribute to his memory, the following resolutions were 
unanimously passed : 


1. Resolved, That the decease of ALRXANDeR H. Sre- 
v M.D., late President of the New York Academy of 
‘Medicine, on the 30th day of March, 1869, at the advanced 
age of 80 years, is a fit occasion for the members of the 
‘ to express the high estiv ation in which he was 
eld, and their deep sorrow at his departure. 


That during his long and useful profes- 
, el career, in which he attained the highest rank asa 
learned and accomplished instructor, and a skilful and 
successful practitioner of the healing art, his uniform 
honorable conduct and great moral worth, his untiring 
sy oe L ad public ence. ae enane ond | pat ie 
ng, ennobled our calling, and will ende i 
memory to our hearts. x mia 
on Resoloas, That. the removal), by death, of one whore 
mature professional experience and eminent skill baveso 
long been made available for the relief of his suffering 
SS eae is to be regarded as a great public loss, 
esolved, That a copy of these resolutions, duly au- 
phentignted by the signatures of the President and Besos 
ary of the pondey e communicated to the family of 
the deceased, with the assurance of our heartfelt sympa. 
thy in their bereavement. 





5. Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the | At} 
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tend the funeral of the 1 Be dom appa we adjourn to at 


H. D. Bouxuey, M.D. 
B. H. James, M.D. Seoretary en” Ms D- President. 


° president and medical journals, to be designated by 
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WORDS OF CHEER. 


Dr. E. L., of Penn'a, says of the Comprrprom: 

“Tt contains more practical information than any per\- 
odical with which I am acquainted. It is of immens 
value to country practitioners.” 

Dr. 0. A. C., of New York. says: 

** Please send along the Reporter and ComPEypiuw 
fast as you turn them out, for they are my most welcome 
visitors.” 

A medical man, who has of late had personal inter. 
course with a large number of physieians of some of the 
Western States, writes: 

“Your Compenpium is appreciated by everv one who 
examines it, and will ultimately replace Braithwaite and 
Ranking. Its superior typogrupbv and paper, and its re- 

resenting more fully American journaliem, and equally 

‘oreign medical journalism, will make it a great favorite 
with physicians.’ 


—- 
QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. W., of Tenn —‘* Has Hartehorne’s Conspectus been 
issued yet?” Ithas. Price 

Dra. D. & P., of Ind.—* What is the nsual fee for crani- 
otomy?” In this city, from $50 to $100, 

Dr. J. M., of Ky.—The circular you send is a bombastic 
attempt to gain the ear of the public. 

Dr. E. T. G.. of Texas —The s'em cup pessaries are re- 
tained by their own shape, and do not need a belt. They 
can be sent by mail. ‘ 

Dr P. H. P., of Pa-—The American Journal of bet 
rics is published quarterly, by Townsend & Adaws, Ner 
York city. Price $3.00 a year. 

Dr. A. W. T., of Mase.—Your inquiries about the ure of 
earth closets in surgical practice, will be answered 
length in the REPORTER soon. 

Varicocele, 

Dr. A. P. F., of Pa.—" Do you know any remedy that 
can he relied on for varicocele short of ligating the veins 
or the bandage. What do you suggest?” 

Dr. F. F.G., of S.C.—"T am a subscriber to the Mero, 
AND Suro. Keporres. also to the Pocket Recorp. If! 
send on now two (2) dollars more, can I secure first and 
second partsof CompeNnpium?” Yes. 

“* What is the medicinal dose of carboli* acid (orystals)? 
Please give a formula for its internal administration in 
the Reporter.” Dr. Napueys, in his ‘* Therapeu! 
Bulletin,” will deal fully with this subject soon. 

“Is there a late edition of Griffith’s Formulary, edited 
by Prof. Thomas?” There is. Price $5.00. 

Spermatorrhcea, 

Dr. McG@., of Va.—I have a case of spermatorrhes 
which gives me much trouble. It is ina young map, 
the loss of semen is diurnal only at stool. I have ured 
Llallemand’s instrument repeatedly, with no benefit. 
Also used bromide of potassium and other antapbr: dist- 
acs. Can you suggest anything that will give relief? 

Cold-water douches to the spine, salt-water bath 
tonics, if the system is debiltated, and exercise, might 
benefit, with lupulin, belladonna and the terebinthinate 

Missisquoi Powder.—This stuff, advertived for the cure 
of cancer, with seemingly sound endorsements, is probe 
bly neither more nor Jess efficacious than any of the other 
thousand and one nostrums for the same purpose 


METEOROLOGY. 
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